CARMEL‑BY‑THE‑SEA

POLICY C91‑05

TREE DENSITY PER LOT

RESPONSIBLE PARTY:

This policy will be utilized by the Forest and Beach Commission to determine replacement plantings when a tree is proposed for removal. Planning staff and Forest, Parks and Beach staff shall utilize the policy to determine new plantings in conjunction with new houses and substantial alterations. Staff shall forward a recommendation to the Planning Commission based on this policy.

PURPOSE:

To protect, conserve and enhance the unique natural beauty and ir​replaceable natural resources of Carmel‑by‑the‑Sea. To ensure the future of our urban forest by the preservation and planting of native/indigenous trees on private property while considering the diverse vegetation existing within the community. The City recognizes these differences and will consider them when applying this policy. The City also recognizes that this policy is a rec​ommended tree‑density per lot intended to achieve a mixed, healthy forest, taking into consideration individual site constraints and opportunities.

POLICY/PROCEDURE:

To implement General Plan Goal 6‑1, "To protect, conserve, and en​hance the unique natural beauty and irreplaceable natural resources of Carmel and its sphere of influence; to conserve Carmel's avail​able water sources; and to protect scenic routes and corridors." The recommended replacement trees and plantings are:

LOT SIZE
UPPER
LOWER

(SQUARE FEET)
CANOPY TREES
CANOPY TREES

Up to 4,000

3

1

4,001‑6,000

4

3

6,001‑8,000

5

4

Over 8,000
As determined
As determined


by the Forest
by the Forest


and Beach
and Beach


Commission
Commission

Upper Canopy Trees:
Monterey pine, Monterey cypress, coast redwood, Douglas Fir, Bishop pine

Lower Canopy Trees:
Coast live oak, liquidamber, London plane, sycamore, fernleaf, Catalina ironwood (Also see "Approved Tree List for Urban Forest.)
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