Forest Management Plan

Appendix B-2


POLICY FOR PRUNING TREES ON PUBLIC PROPERTY

BY PRIVATE TREE COMPANIES
1. REQUIREMENTS 

A. Valid City of Carmel-by-the-Sea Business License.  

B. Provide proof of liability insurance ($1,000,000) naming the City, its officers, agents and employees as additionally insured. 

C. Have a California Tree Service Contractors license for any project exceeding $300.

D. The project must be supervised by an ISA Certified Arborist. 

E. Attend an annual City sponsored workshop regarding pruning of trees on public property. 

F. Meet with the Forest, Parks and Beach Director prior to the start of a project.  The contractor shall arrange for his/her client and job foreman to attend this meeting. 

G. Meet with the Forest, Parks and Beach Director for an after action/project inspection and report. 

H. The Scenic Coastal Overlay District is excluded from this policy and work in this District shall be performed exclusively by the staff of the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea. 

2. CONSEQUENCES OF NON-COMPLIANCE 

If in the opinion of the Forest, Parks and Beach Director, the method of pruning or the amount of foliage removed is not in keeping with the standards in paragraph four of this policy, the private tree company shall not be allowed to work on public trees for a period of at least one year from the date of violation(s). 

3. TREE PRUNING PHILOSOPHY 

Pruning should be done only to enhance the health and natural growth characteristics of the individual tree.  The use of the word “natural” is important because a tree’s structure may be different depending on its age and location.  Several un-pruned trees in an area should be observed and used as the basis for determining a tree’s natural shape and response to environmental conditions prior to the start of a pruning project.

4. TREE TRIMMING STANDARDS 

The individual who is directing the operation from the ground, as well as the trimmer in the tree, shall have an understanding of tree pruning concepts and techniques and particularly the attitude or philosophy of cutting trees in the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea.  The resident requesting the pruning shall also be informed of this policy. 




The finished sculptural result of a pruning should be a light, minimal approach of cutting which results in a tree’s silhouette to be visually altered by 1/8 to no more than ¼ at any one time (unless directed so by the Forest, Parks and Beach Director).  It is the intention of the City that a tree can be physically improved by pruning without seeing a drastic change to the silhouette and structure. 

Removal of foliage from a tree has two distinct effects on its growth.  Removing leaves or needles reduces photosynthesis and may reduce overall growth, which can create a dwarfing effect.  At the same time, growth that occurs takes place on fewer shoots. So they tend to grow longer than they would have without pruning.  Since each cut has the potential to change the growth of a tree, no branch should be removed without a reason.  Leave lower and inside branches evenly distributed along it.  Maintain inner lateral branches to achieve even distribution of foliage along the branch.  Caution must be taken not to create an effect known as lion-tailing, which is caused by removing all of the inner laterals and foliage.  This displaces foliage weight to the ends of the branch and may 

result in weakened branch structures and breakage.   

Each cut should be made carefully at the correct location, leaving a smooth surface with no jagged edges or torn bark.  The correct anatomical location is just beyond the branch collar or shoulder.  Large or heavy limbs should be removed using three cuts.   

This directive is to be strictly adhered to in the two-block zone that is within the influence of the first-exposure-to-seacoast conditions.  It is the intent to avoid further dieback of green growing branches, by not removing all of the protective dead branches that baffle the salt laden winds. 

These requirements in no way guarantee quality workmanship.  They are intended to satisfy the City’s legal requirements and demonstrate that the company doing tree work has a basic level of professional capability and commitment to the field of arboriculture.  

June 1993








Page 1 of 2

