Carmel Fire Department 

P.O. Box 6418

Carmel, CA 93921

Ph. 831-620-2030

Fax 831-620-2034

Winter Storm Preparation and Awareness

During the winter season we face heavy rains that can create many problems for us.  The City=s storm drains and street curbs are, at times, unable to properly route the unusually large volume of water in the ways they are designed.  The tremendous overflow of water in the streets causes forced runoff not only into, but also through people=s yards, threatening damage to property.  When this happens, the fire department receives many calls within short periods of time, quickly exhausting available resources.  Calls need to be prioritized and people have to wait for help. With this in mind an ounce of prevention will certainly go a long way in helping to prevent problems.

With our advanced technology, up to the minute weather reports are available through the Internet.  If you do not have access to quick updates, but need it, call the fire department and we will provide you with whatever information we are capable of getting.

Many citizens in town have electric pumps that can be activated automatically or manually.  They should be serviced regularly and check frequently to make sure debris is not inhibiting their function.  We recommend if you are planning on installing this type of system, get one that can handle larger volumes of water.  Although you may not need this kind of capability that often, when the time comes, you will be prepared.            

Make sure your rain gutters and down spouts are clean of debris to allow water to exit properly.  The result of clogged gutters can be unexpected flooding and other damage to the property. The fire department will help you in this situation, but during heavy storm activity, as mentioned earlier, it may take us a while to respond to your call.  All of our resources will be committed in these situations, and the availability of our neighboring departments for mutual aid will most likely not exist. 

If you suspect you will need sandbags, prepare in advance.  The time to locate and fill sandbags is not during a heavy storm.  If you have had problems in the past or suspect you may have them during the winter, keep some filled sandbags handy.  Empty sandbags along with a sand pile and shovel can be found in the Vista Lobos parking lot on the west side of Torres between Third and Fourth. The sand and bags are located inside the Torres Street entrance to the complex.  

Portable generators can ease the frustration and concern that come during a power outage, but only if used properly and according to manufacturer=s specifications.  Generally speaking, most portable generators are designed to have appliances plugged into them.  They are not designed to back-feed, or be plugged into outlets or other receptacles to provide power to a building.  This is a risky and illegal practice that can ruin the generator, electrical systems and appliances, cause a fire and/or electrocute someone in the field who thinks he or she is dealing with a dead wire or electrical system.  This situation occurs when a generator is plugged back (back-fed) into a receptacle, which causes power to be generated in the building.  The power also feeds back into the service wire, which supplies power to the building, and also back to the primary utility wire.  A small generator can supply enough energy to seriously injure or kill an unsuspecting worker who thinks the environment is safe.  

If you need to have your entire building powered during an outage, generating systems, which are safe and legal, can be installed.  P, G and E, or a licensed electrical contractor are the best available resources for more information.

