When The Bell’s Not Ringing

One of the biggest frustrations that any firefighter goes through is the public misconception that if we are not out on an alarm, be it a fire, medical emergency or public service call, then we are doing nothing.

In a small department such as ours there are many tasks, projects and duties that need to be tended to, which are all related to those situations when the bell rings and we need to respond.  From station, vehicle and equipment maintenance to training, prevention and safety awareness, we are constantly preparing ourselves and the people we serve for those times none of us hopes to experience.

 For those who may not be aware of some of the non-emergency services we provide to you, our customers, here are some of them.  

Many of you own a fire extinguisher, but do you know how to use it, and if it is still functional?  We can teach or help you polish your skills and awareness level with regard to fire extinguishers and fire safety.  This includes, for those who wish to participate, actually fighting a sizable flammable liquids fire.  We are available to assist you on an individual basis, or in groups.

Commercial occupancies are required to have an annual fire safety inspection, but residential occupancies are not.  However, we will conduct a residential safety inspection upon request, so if you have never had one done it’s not a bad idea.  Although we enforce fire and safety codes in the business district, we do not in private residences.  We do offer strong advice on serious issues with your home, but our main focus is to provide you with guidelines, awareness and education with regard to fire safety.

A large part of our non-emergency service has to do with educating our customers.  We offer classes in emergency and disaster preparation, CPR, home fire drills and babysitting.  

If you have special educational or awareness needs regarding your own particular situation, we are also available to assist you in this area.

 If you wish to utilize any of these services as an individual, family or group, please call 620-2030 and ask for Mitch Kastros.

