Carmel By-The-Sea Fire Department

Box 6418

Carmel, CA 93921

Phone 831-620-2030, Fax 831-620-2034

Springtime Fire and Safety Tips

Although we are still getting some rain as we enter into spring, it is not too early to start thinking about the things that shout, Watch Out!@ when it comes to fire and safety.  

This time of year is when a lot of people plan or coordinate major cleanup around the house, both inside and out.  Trash that accumulated in the house, attic and/or basement during the year is gathered and disposed of.  Now is a good time to check furnaces, water heaters and other heat producing appliances to make sure no combustibles have ended up dangerously close to them.  Please do not allow paper, wood and other combustibles to come within a minimum three-foot radius of these appliances.  While cleaning, inspect electrical outlets and light switches for damage and make necessary repairs if able to, or contact a licensed electrician to do so. 

April showers bring May Flowers, and also bring weeds and tall grass that will soon be dry and vulnerable to fire.  It is a standard recommendation to cut or clear all dry vegetation within a minimum 30-foot radius of any building.  If this is done with power mowers or similar tools and equipment, a functional fire extinguisher or charged water hose with adjustable nozzle should be readily available and quickly attainable.  It is safer to cut grass and weeds using powered equipment when the vegetation is still green, or at least not completely dry, still containing some moisture.  It is always safest to fuel gasoline powered equipment when they are cold, but on big jobs it is not always possible.  Keep a fire extinguisher close by when fueling a hot piece of equipment, and try to do this away from dry vegetation and other combustibles.  

In this area it is common for our roofs and rain gutters to accumulate pine needles, oak leaves and other debris.  In the springtime when things are drying out, it is a good practice to clean roofs and gutters, maintain 10 feet of combustible clearance around the tops of chimneys, and to secure spark arresters to them, if not done so already.

Those with swimming pools and hot tubs should make sure that gates are secure and locks are functioning properly. 

If you have a dry chemical fire extinguisher, inspect it to insure that all the parts are intact, the pin is secure and the gauge shows it is fully charged with air.  You can find out if the powder is still loose and functional by holding the extinguisher to your ear, turning it upside down and listening and feeling for movement of the powder.  If you are not sure if your extinguisher is operable, contact a licensed fire extinguisher company.  They are located in the yellow pages of the phone book under AFire Extinguishers@ or AFire Protection Equipment and Supplies.@  We offer free training to the public in the use of fire extinguishers, including actually fighting a substantial liquid fuel fire.  Those interested please call 620-2030 and ask for Mitch Kastros.  

