More From The Temporary Fire Station

Since the December 2005 temporary re-location of the fire department to the Vista Lobos Lot on Torres between Third and Fourth Streets, we have settled into our new “home” and now it is again, business as usual.

The current setup is a change for us, and with any change comes challenges.  However, challenges present opportunities, as well, and the biggest opportunity for your fire department has been the opportunity to train more regularly, and more realistically.

The Vista Lobos Lot provides us with enough space to regularly practice the basic procedures and evolutions that we need to remain proficient with our skills.  Until now, our practical evolutions and procedures have had to be performed in the residential district.  Unfortunately, this causes a certain amount of inconvenience to our citizens, which forces us to limit the number of times we are out in public training.  Most fire departments have training sites built into their jurisdictions, which allow the firefighters to train without having to inconvenience the public by their presence, and by the presence of their apparatus and equipment.

With our limited opportunities for training prior to the re-location, our daily training exercises consisted largely of simulations, tabletop exercises, training videos, and reviewing fire manuals.  We put together situations in the firehouse, or at the public works garage after hours, but there was always a large portion of simulation factored into the exercises, with very little, if any, water flow.  For a new or inexperienced firefighter, this meant missing out on crucial aspects of the reality of firefighting operations. 

Fortunately, at the present time and at our current location, we now have the opportunity for more realistic training on a regular basis.  We are able to perform hose and ladder evolutions, and practice with our rescue and power tools without worrying about causing problems and concerns for others. 

At some point in the relatively near future, perhaps as soon as late April or early May, we are scheduled to move back to our real home on Sixth Street.  When this happens we will no longer have our training facility at Vista Lobos, and our daily training will again become limited from a realistic point of view.  However, we have made some strides to alleviate this problem to some degree.

First, and most importantly, our current administration has been instrumental in providing a variety of training opportunities for us.  Fire Chief Andrew Miller and Assistant Chief David Brown have made it possible for us to participate in several regional training exercises such as live training burns in Marina, roof cutting and smoke ventilation exercises in Pacific Grove, helicopter training in Pacific Grove and high-rise training in Monterey.  Secondly, some of our commercial neighbors have granted us permission to do use their premises for occasional training, as well, and for this we are grateful. 

With the move back to Sixth Street, we’ll again be forced to, at times, do some of our training in the residential district.  We’ll continue to use discretion in doing so, and hope you will understand the reasons we need to be out there.

With spring upon us, please log on to carmelfiredepartment.com, click on “Public Safety” and review the article titled “Springtime Safety.”  The only change to keep in mind has to do with clearing combustible vegetation.  Instead of maintaining clearance of 30 feet around a structure, it is now recommended that clearance be at least 100 feet. 

Finally, as a friendly reminder, inspect your smoke detectors and change the batteries when we change the clocks to Daylight Savings on April 2.  

