Carmel Fire Station Retrofit and Department Re-Location

In mid-December 2005 the Carmel Fire Department staff vacated the fire station on Sixth between San Carlos and Mission and took up residence at the Vista Lobos property located on Torres between Third and Fourth.  The former site of Carmel Builders Supply will serve temporarily as the Carmel Fire Department while the building that has been called home for close to 70 years is seismically upgraded and given an internal facelift.

Through the leadership and guidance of Fire Chief Andrew Miller and Shift Commander Ian Watts, and the technical support and hard work from the Public Works, Building and Maintenance and Fire Department staff members, the Vista Lobos property was transformed.  What used to be a few rooms and a parking lot are now the Carmel Fire Department, with living quarters and a kitchen to support the 24-hour shift personnel, tents to shelter the fire and rescue apparatus, and offices to handle the numerous administrative needs of the staff.

The re-location of the fire department is the result of a tremendous amount of teamwork and sacrifice.  We appreciate the support and backing of the City Administration, as well as the efforts of those mentioned above.  We deeply appreciate the sacrifices and patience of our current neighbors, who must deal with the challenges that the daily operations of a fire department bring.  In addition, we thank those of you who normally use the Vista Lobos facilities and parking lot, and are currently not able to, for your patience and support during this project.  Finally, our thanks go out to the Carmel Youth Center and its staff for allowing us the use of the facility for our public education program, as well as certain fire department training needs.

If you need to come to the current fire station for assistance from the staff, the entrance is located on the west side of Torres north of Fourth, or just past the Torres Street side of the Garden Court Inn.  There is short-term guest parking available and the signs will direct you to that parking.  The vehicle exit is located at the very north end of the complex at Third Avenue.  If you are still unsure on how to find us please phone 620-2030 and we will be happy to direct you.

As far as the seismic retrofit that needs to be done to the original fire station, the work is scheduled to begin on February 1, 2006.  Barring any unforeseen problems that may arise, which can cause delays, the project is supposed to be completed sometime in the summer of 2006.  

When the project is completed the same efforts that went into bringing the fire department to Vista Lobos will be directed into bringing the fire department back to its downtown location.  This will involve transforming Vista Lobos back to its pre-fire department relocation status.  Included in this portion of the project will be removing the tents, portable living quarters and communications systems, along with bringing all of the administrative and fire equipment and supplies back to the newly retrofitted Sixth Avenue station.

Again, our sincere thanks to everyone who has helped to make this project possible.                 

