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Fire Hydrant Maintenance, Extinguishers, Smoke Detectors

The Carmel Fire Department recently completed its annual fire hydrant  maintenance, which 

included making sure the hydrants remain accessible for firefighting.  

We=ve noticed that many residents like to landscape around the hydrants in front of their homes, 

and we do not have a problem with that. We understand and appreciate the  motivation.  However, it is 

very important that the landscaping does not create problems for firefighters who may need to use that 

hydrant to help fight a fire in your neighborhood.  Not only do plants, trees and rocks that are being used 

make it more difficult to connect fire hoses to hydrants, they  make the evolution itself more dangerous for 

firefighters, especially at night when conditions are already more dangerous than usual.

Please show some common sense and courtesy when being creative with the area around a fire 

hydrant.  We ask for a minimum of three feet of clearance in all directions, which is less than the law 

requires, and please, no cactus or other thorny plants such as the ones we found recently.  

If you happen to see a fire hydrant in your neighborhood that you think needs attention as far as 

clearance and accessibility, please call us at 620-2030.  We will come and respectfully remove and haul 

enough growth for practical purposes while at the same time attempting to maintain the decor.

Do you have a fire extinguisher and do you know how to use it?  The fire department offers  

training in the use of fire extinguishers, with practical applications that include live fire.  Once you have 

experienced this you will have the knowledge and confidence to fight a small fire.  The training only takes 

about 30 minutes, so call us to arrange a session.

Each time we change the time we should also change the batteries in our smoke detectors.  This is 

also a good time to review our home fire escape plan.  If you need assistance with changing your batteries 

or have questions about your escape plan, please call us.

