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Holiday Season Safety Tips

Here are some safety tips to help you and your family at this time of year.

The holiday season is in full swing and most of us are using whatever free time we may 

have to prepare for the festivities that accompany the weeks ahead.  Decorations are a big part of 

the celebration, and while we might not think about it, they do present a potential for fire danger 

if not used properly.

Holiday light strings should be inspected to make sure the cords are intact and that there 

are no breaks or exposed interior wire.  The cords should be pliable, and each string needs to be 

tested before being put on a tree or a part of the house.  For safety=s sake, please discard old, broken and brittle light strings, and only use your lights and other electrical decorations as 

recommended by the manufacturer.

The use of electrical decorations usually means the use of extension cords, and the 

possibility of overloading electrical outlets.  Avoid the use of the thin, cheap extension cords that, while approved and legal, have proven to be dangerous.  If you need an extension cord, always use a heavy duty one that will connect to only one other cord.  When faced with more cords than available outlets, use a power strip that contains a circuit breaker to temporarily add more outlets.  Do not use cheap, multi-plug adapters that have no way of shutting themselves off, if overloaded.          


A cut Christmas tree will not absorb liquid when placed in a stand or bucket with water, 

but it will retain its remaining moisture much longer than it will if this is not done.  Cutting about 

two inches off of the trunk before placing the tree in water will help retain the moisture even 

more.  Ask the people you buy your tree from if they will trim the trunk for you.  A simple trick that will eliminate messy spills when the tree is up is to place ice cubes in the water-stand.  Some Christmas tree lots will apply fire retardant to your tree, upon request, and a live, potted tree is another alternative when deciding.  Try to avoid placing your tree near a heater vent or the fireplace.

Speaking of the fireplace, a lot of us have fireplaces with gas jets that are used to help logs ignite.  The valve to activate the jets is usually found in the floor, adjacent to (nearby) or in front of the fireplace, or somewhere in the vicinity of the opening to the fireplace.  A removable key needs to be inserted into the valve to turn the gas on and off.  When the gas is off, please remove the key to prevent the gas from accidentally and unknowingly being turned on.

We all make New Year=s resolutions that we may or may not live up to.  A couple of good resolutions, that are also practical, are to consider having your chimney and furnace cleaned and serviced.  Chimneys that are used regularly should be cleaned once a year, and furnaces should be serviced every two years.  Furnace filters need to be replaced (if disposable) or cleaned (if washable) at least twice a year.  When changing your smoke detector batteries, which you have all done by now (?), also remind yourself to change or clean your furnace filters.  A good reminder for changing your smoke detector batteries is to do so every time we change our clocks, twice a year.

If you are not sure how dirty your chimney is, shine a flashlight up the smokestack and look for a buildup of soot on the walls.  Also, when there is a fire in your fireplace, look for Acritters@.  A critter is a spark that attaches itself to the wall of the smokestack and stays lit for a second or two, throwing off more sparks from the soot that is on the chimney wall.  Critters are good indicators that your fireplace may need attention, and are also capable of starting a chimney fire.  This can be both dangerous and damaging to your chimney, and is a definite 911 situation.  If you cannot remember the last time your fireplace and furnace were last serviced, these should be priorities for everyone=s safety and peace of mind.  A good plan for maintaining the safety of your chimney and furnace is to have them inspected annually by a licensed contractor.

All of us at the Carmel Fire Department wish all of you a happy and safe holiday season. 

