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Chimneys and Furnaces


We all make New Year=s resolutions that we may or may not live up to.  A couple of good 

resolutions, that are also practical, are to consider having your chimney and furnace cleaned and 

serviced.  Chimneys that are used regularly should be cleaned once a year, and furnaces should be serviced every two years.  Furnace filters need to be replaced (if disposable) or cleaned (if 

washable) at least twice a year.  When changing your smoke detector batteries, which we have all 

done by now (?), also remind yourself  to change or clean your furnace filters.

If you are not sure how dirty your chimney is, shine a flashlight up the smokestack and 

look for a buildup of soot on the walls.  Also, when there is a fire in your fireplace, look for 

Acritters@.  A critter is a spark that attaches itself to the inside wall of the smokestack and stays lit 

for a second or two, throwing off more sparks from the soot that is on the fireplace wall.  Critters 

are good indicators that your fireplace needs attention, and are also capable of starting a chimney 

fire.  This can be both dangerous and damaging to your chimney and home, and is a definite 911 

situation.  

Speaking of the fireplace, a lot of us have fireplaces with gas jets that are used to help logs ignite.  The valve to activate the jets is usually found in the floor, adjacent to or in front of the fireplace, or somewhere in the vicinity of the opening to the fireplace.  A removable key needs to be inserted into the valve to turn the gas on and off.  When the gas is off, please remove the key to prevent the gas from accidentally and unknowingly being turned on.

If you cannot remember the last time your fireplace and furnace were last serviced, these 

should be priorities for everyone=s safety and peace of mind.  Licensed chimney sweeps (Chimney and Fireplace Cleaning and Repairing) and furnace service specialists (Furnaces-Heating; Sales and Service) can be found in the yellow pages of the phone book.

Best wishes to everyone in the New Year, and always.

