CITY OF CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

FOREST AND BEACH COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, April 5, 2012
1:34 p.m.

I.   CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

The regular meeting of the Forest and Beach Commission of the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea, California was held on the above date at the hour of 1:34 p.m. The meeting was adjourned to the tour of inspection and reconvened the meeting at 2:32 p.m.     

PRESENT:
Les Kadis 
 

                                          Tom Leverone - Chairperson






   
David Refuerzo
                                                               

ABSENT:                              Lisa Boardman
                                               Todd Hornik - resigned


 STAFF PRESENT:             Mike Branson, City Forester 


                                         Margi Perotti, Secretary to the Forest and Beach Commission 

II.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Members of the audience joined the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

III.   APPEARANCES
Philip Sosna, and submitted a letter into the public record regarding the trees on Santa Rita 2 NW of 6th, Steve Brooks appeared and was submitted a picture into the public record regarding some illegal pruning on Second Avenue west of Lincoln Street, Robert Schuler from the Friends of Carmel Forest (FOCF) appeared before the Commission.  The public hearing was closed at 2:40 p.m.     
IV.  CONSENT AGENDA

1.
Consideration of the minutes for the 1 March 2012 regular meeting and the 10 March 2012 special workshop.  

It was moved by Leverone and seconded by Refuerzo to approve the consent calendar.  The motion passed by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  KADIS, REFUERZO, LEVERONE
NOES:

   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  NONE

ABSTAINED:
   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  NONE

ABSENT:
   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  BOARDMAN

V.       APPLICATIONS/PUBLIC HEARINGS
1.     
Consideration of an application to relocate two trees (coast live oak: 12” diameter and coast redwood: 10” diameter) for construction of two new homes. The site is located at the northwest corner of Lincoln Street and 5th Avenue.  The applicant and property owner is Chris Tescher for Pot D’Or.

Mike Branson, City Forester presented his staff report and addressed questions of the Commission. 

Chairperson LEVERONE opened the public hearing at 2:46 p.m.  John Mandurrago appeared before the Commission.  The public hearing was closed at 2:47 p.m.

It was moved by KADIS and seconded by LEVERONE to approve the application with staff’s special conditions.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES:

   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  KADIS, REFUERZO, LEVERONE
NOES:

   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  NONE

ABSTAINED:
   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  NONE

ABSENT:
   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  BOARDMAN
2.  
Consideration of an application to remove one Monterey pine (28” diameter) due to safety concerns 
of the property owner.  The site is located on the northwest corner of Carpenter Street and Second 
Avenue.  The applicant is Smith Tree Service for property owner Mrs. Lawton. 

Mike Branson, City Forester presented his staff report.

Chair LEVERONE opened and closed the public hearing at 2:49 p.m.  No appearances. 
It was moved by RUFUERZO and seconded by KADIS to deny the application.  The motion PASSED by the following roll call vote:  

AYES:

   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  KADIS, REFUERZO, LEVERONE 
NOES:

   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  NONE  

ABSTAINED:
   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  NONE

ABSENT:
   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  BOARDMAN
V.       ORDERS OF BUSINESS
1.     
Review and comment on the proposed renovation of the City Hall landscaping by the Carmel-by-the-Sea Garden Club.
Mike Branson, City Forester presented his staff report.

Chair LEVERONE opened the public hearing at 2:53 p.m.  

Sarah Brown, representing the Carmel Garden Club, landscape designer Michele Comeau, and Greg D’Ambrosio appeared before the Commission. The public hearing as closed at 3:03 p.m.
It was MOVED by LEVERONE and seconded by KADIS to enthuastically forward approval of the project to the Planning Commission and City Council for approval, with the following suggestions.   Turn metal tendril to the interior to prohibit catching purses; the water feature should be attractive if turned off; consider solar lighting for the pathway lights; install electric conduit to bulletin boarding board for possible future lights.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:
AYES:

   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  KADIS, REFUERZO, LEVERONE 
NOES:

   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  NONE  

ABSTAINED:
   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  NONE

ABSENT:
   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  BOARDMAN

2.
Review and Comment on the proposed pedestrian path on San Antonio Avenue between 4th Avenue 
and Ocean Avenue.

Mike Branson, City Forester presented his staff report.

Chair LEVERONE opened the public hearing at 3:12 p.m.  

Greg D’Ambrosio, Steve Brooks appeared before the Commission. The public hearing as closed at 3:20 p.m.

The public hearing was reopened again at 3:23 pm.  Greg D’Ambrosio appeared.  The public hearing was closed at 3:25 p.m.
Following discussion, it was moved by LEVERONE and seconded by REFUERZO to forward the a recommendation to the Planning Commission and the City Council to consider a meandering boardwalk on the west side of the dunes and eliminate the need for any retaining walls.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:  
AYES:
COMMISSION MEMBERS:  KADIS, REFUERZO, LEVERONE
NOES:

   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  NONE

ABSTAINED:
   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  NONE

ABSENT:
   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  BOARDMAN 
3.
Review and comment on the design of a new ADA accessible wood boardwalk and overlook viewing platform on Carmel Beach at the foot of Ocean Avenue.

Mike Branson, City Forester presented his staff report.

Chair LEVERONE opened and closed the public hearing at 3:28 p.m.  No appearances.   

It was moved by REFEUERZO and seconded by LEVERONE to forward a recommendation to the Planning Commission to support the project with a non intrusive cable style rail.  The motion carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
COMMISSION MEMBERS:  KADIS, REFUERZO, LEVERONE
NOES:

   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  NONE

ABSTAINED:
   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  NONE

ABSENT:
   COMMISSION MEMBERS:  BOARDMAN 

4.  Review and comment on a proposed installation of a wood split-rail fence in Mission Trail Nature Preserve.

Mike Branson, City Forester presented his staff report.

Chair LEVERONE opened the public hearing at 3:33 p.m.  Greg D’Ambrosio and submitted a letter for record, Robert Schuler from the FOCF also appeared before the Commission. The public hearing was closed at 3:34 p.m.  Following discussion Chairman LEVERONE continued this item to the next regular meeting and to put this item on the tour.  No action taken.

4. 
Review and discuss a revision to the tree permit Ordinance.  

Mike Branson, City Forester presented his staff report and addressed questions from the Commission.  
Chairperson LEVERONE opened the public hearing at 3:54 p.m. Robert Schuler and Steve Brooks appeared before the Commission.  The public hearing was closed at 4:08 p.m.

The following suggestions were made regarding the application and permit.  Shorter time for replanting, a letter to property owner regarding conditions of approval, note on application that trees must be replanted and a map of where the replacement tree will be replaced, and a note that they may be in violation of Carmel Municipal Code if conditions are not met. The commission requested a draft of the letter and application and ordinance modification to be reviewed at the next meeting. 
No other actions.   

6.  
Discussion on scheduling a workshop with the Planning Commission to review and discuss tree    

protection policy, city codes, and possible implementation of any amendments.

Chairperson LEVERONE opened the public hearing at 4:12 p.m. Steve Brooks appeared before the Commission.  The public hearing was closed at 4:14 p.m.

By general consensus of the Commission, it was agreed that Chair Leverone would contact Chair Hillyard to discuss what should be accomplished during the workshop, set an agenda and date and time for a meeting possibly sometime in June.  
No other action taken
VII.   REPORTS FROM STAFF AND COMMISSION

1.    Receive verbal report from the Ad Hoc Beach Committee.

No report.  

2.    Forester’s Report.

Mike Branson City Forester presented his report.
Chairperson LEVERONE opened the pubic hearing at 4:16 p.m. Steve Brooks appeared before the Commission.  No action taken.

IV.     ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Chairperson LEVERONE adjourned the meeting at 4:25 p.m.  

Approved,






Respectfully submitted,

___________________________



____________________________

Tom Leverone, Chairman
Margi Perotti, Secretary
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