NEGATIVE DECLARATION

LEAD AGENCY:

City of Carmel-by-the-Sea

Department of Community Planning & Building

Monte Verde Street between Ocean Street and Seventh  

Avenue

Carmel, CA 93921

Contact: Mr. Sean Conroy

Planning and Building Services Manager

(831) 620-2010

PROJECT LOCATION:

The project site consists of the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea

NAME OF PROJECT:
Carmel-by-the Sea General Plan Update Project

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The proposed project involves the update to the Carmel-by-the Sea General Plan.  The proposed project would update five elements to the General Plan: Circulation; Public Facilities and Services; Open Space and Conservation; Environmental Safety; and Noise.  The proposed project will include the expansion and re-organization of policies associated with these five elements.  The proposed project would not involve any land use changes. The proposed project components are described in more detail below.

Circulation Element

The proposed project includes expansion, refinements and additions to the policies under the Circulation Element of the General Plan.  The policies addressing pedestrian safety will be expanded for maintenance of the designated bus, truck and bicycle routes. The policies addressing traffic calming measures will be expanded related to pedestrian safety. The policies associated with truck double parking will be maintained.  The policies related to parking supply will be refined related to the residential parking permit system and downtown parking.  The policies associated with alternative transportation will be revised and new policies will be added to: Implement pedestrian, bike, and local mass transit improvements through the Capital Improvement Program; Work with appropriate agencies to seek funding for pedestrian and bicycle projects; Explore alternative forms of transit services, such as a bus shuttle, for the downtown, beach, and Carmel Mission; Establish an employee parking strategy that includes remote parking and shuttle services for the business district; Encourage businesses and their employees to participate in ridesharing, bus pass, and shuttle programs; and Work with local business to provide information pamphlets on transit alternatives for distribution at local stores and hotels.

Public Facilities and Services Element

The proposed project includes expansion and refinements to the policies under the Public Facilities and Services Element of the General Plan. The policies related to the City and community facilities will be expanded to address a number of conservation and sustainability issues.  The current polices related to services within the City will be maintained and those related to water conservation, stormwater and recycling will be expanded.  The policies related to infrastructure improvement and the Capital Improvement Program will be maintained.

Open Space and Conservation Element

The proposed project includes expansion, refinements and additions to the policies under the Open Space and Conservation Element of the General Plan.  In regards to City property, the policy related to period inventory of City owned lands will be removed. The policies related to trees including Coastal Resources Management policies, will be maintained and the policies related to City property maintenance will be expanded. The hazardous materials objectives and related policies within this section will be moved to the Environmental Safety Element section of the General Plan. For parks and open space, the policies related to park maintenance and funding will be expanded and a policy will be added regarding Rio Park.  

Environmental Safety Element

The proposed project includes the re-organization of the policies within the Environmental Safety Element. The policies will be re-organized and streamlined to be more succinct, remove redundancies, and make it easier to interpret and implement the polices.

Noise Element

The proposed project includes expansion of the policies under the Noise Element of the General Plan. In regards to noise perception the policies regarding the preservation of the City’s tranquil surrounding will be maintained and the policies regarding construction noise, landscape equipment, and noise monitoring and mitigation will be expanded. 

REVIEW PERIOD:


29 June 2009 – 29 July 2009

COMMENTS:

Any individual, group, or agency disagreeing with this determination or wishing to comment on the proposed project may submit written comments to Carmel-by-the Sea at the address listed above. All comments received by 5:00 PM on 29 July 2009 will be considered by Carmel-by-the Sea.  Additional project information is available at Carmel City Hall or at:

http://ci.carmel.ca.us/carmel/index.cfm/government/staff-departments/community-planning-and-building/
FINDINGS & REASONS:

The Initial Study did not identify any significant effects to the environment and as such the proposed project will not have the potential to significantly degrade the environment; will have no significant impact on long-term environmental goals; will have no significant cumulative effect upon the environment; and will not cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. The following reasons will support these findings:

1. The proposed project is a logical component of the existing land use of the project site.

2. The proposed project is consistent with the adopted goals and policies of Carmel-by-the Sea General Plan and the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea Municipal Code (including the Zoning Ordinance).

3. City staff independently reviewed the Initial Study, and this Negative Declaration reflects the independent judgment of Carmel-by-the-Sea.
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